
Shannon Hicks has 

been involved with 

Teen Ranch since 

1991 as staff kid, 

summer staff and is 

blazing the trail as 

the first-ever Teen 

Ranch Sales and 

Marketing Coordi-

nator. 
 

 

Our new core 

values initiative 

SHAPE UP is taken from a 

number of places in the Bible 

that help us to ‗love Christ 

and radiate His love‘ to the 

best of our ability. Service, 

honesty, attitude, passion, 

excellence, unity and prayer 

are the values that we have 
adopted as a staff and aspire 

to portray on and off the 

Ranch property. God  tells 

us; ―Whatever you do, work 

at it with all your heart, as 

working for the Lord, not for 

men, since you know that you 

will receive an inheritance 

from the Lord as a reward.  

 

 

 

It is the Lord Christ you are 

serving.‖ (Colossians 3:23-

24).  

But what does it mean to 

truly do something for the 

Lord? Can we wake up every 

day and give it to God, start-

ing out with a positive atti-
tude in everything we do? I 

hope so. I believe that serving 

with an attitude of worship is 

giving your best like you‘re 

doing it for Him. Through 

SHAPE(ing) UP in our service 

we should be able to show 

excellence in our work, shar-

ing Christ‘s love with every-

one who comes in contact 

with Teen Ranch.  
 
 
 

SHAPE UP!   - Shannon Hicks  

 
Hi Everyone,  

Summer camp 

has rushed 

upon us again 

for another 

year. It seems to just be over 

and BAM, it‘s here again.  

It‘s really exciting to see the 

kids here having so much fun 

and to consider what God is 

going to do in the lives of 

many of them. Let‘s keep 

praying for lots more kids to 

sign up this summer. 

 

It is amazing to see the ma-

turing, development and spir-

itual growth that takes place 

in our young staff as they 

commit themselves to service 

this summer. 

Doesn‘t how God works give 

you a sense of awe? 

Thanks for your interest as 

we continue to move ahead 

in God‘s work here at the 

Ranch. It‘s sometimes hard, 

frustrating, and even a little 

overwhelming, but we contin-

ue to strive together as we 

work towards what God has 

in store for us and the 

Ranch‘s future.  Please pray  

that He‘ll give us all the wis-

dom we need to accomplish 

His will for us. 

With thankfulness and love to 

all,  Tim 

Tim Stevens, son of Mel, grew 

up here at the Ranch.  He lives 

on site with his wife Ann and six 

children.  Having work experi-

ence in each area of the Ranch, 

God has well equipped Tim for 

his role as Executive Director. 

Summer is HERE!!  

JULY 2010  

 

ANNOUNCING...  

¶ TEEN RANCH FACE BOOK PAGE 

for the latest news...  http://

www.facebook.com/teenranch  

¶  NEW!! ñE-CAMP:  View and order 

pictures of your kids having fun at 

camp.  How cool is that?!  Check it 

out at www.teenranch.ecamp.net  

¶ NEW!! ñ ZUCAMP:  For campers 

who love camp and wish it didnõt 

have to end.  This amazing pro-

gram puts Teen Ranch on -line as an 

interactive, safe, virtual world so 

campers can stay connected with 

camp friends AND staff. Parental 

permission is needed.  See 

www.zucamp.com and check it out.  

¶ MOTHER -DAUGHTER RETREAT 

weekend ñhuge success!  Thirty 

momõs and daughters attended. 

ALL said they would recommend 

this weekend to others.  Favourite 

activities included horseback riding, 

spas and daughter time.  Treat the 

women in your life and bring or 

send them to the annual Mother -

Daughter Retreat this Fall.  

¶ Check out the many upcoming 

events, including Teen Ranch din-

ner and gala at the Royal Winter 

Fair on the Teen Ranch website at 

www.teenranch.on.ca.  Click on 

ôEvents.õ 
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ñWhatever you do, 
work at it with all your 
heart, as working for 

the Lord, not for 
menéò   

Colossians 3:23-24 

 
This  has been a theme 
verse of Melôs for years. 

A WORD FROM OUR FEARLESS DIRECTORñTim Stevens  

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?op=1&view=global&subj=100301272&pid=13536796&id=502330150


SUMMER STAFF 2010ñTRANSFORMERS !!  ñ Ann Stevens  
―Don‘t copy the behavior 

and customs of this world, 

but let God transform you 

into a new person by chang-

ing the way you think.‖   

Romans 12:2a 

 

5. Seriously...where else 

can you dress up every night 

with more make-up than 

you‘d normally wear in a year 

and have people tell you that 

you look awesome?!?! 
 

6. Where else in life will 

you make friends like you do 

here?!?! 
 

7. This amazing group of 

staff only gets together once 

a year and you don‘t want to 

miss out on that! 
 

1.  It‘s summer in Canada 

and soooo much warmer 

than Australia right now!! 
 

2. We have amazing games 

and themes to keep you en-

tertained alllllll summer 

long!!! 
 

3. I n t e r n a t i o n a l 

staff….enough said. 
 

4. Super fun new activities 

including a frolf course 

(frisbee golf), rifle range and 

Iceberg!!!  

 
 

8. Nothing beats a 

good campfire in the 

hills while the sun 

sets over Orange-

ville. 

 

9. Riding, Hockey,  

Adventure X-treme  and  

Day Camp programs are 

AMAZING - just read camp-

er comments above! 
 

10. Memories to last a life 

time….. 
 

Top Ten Reasons to Camp at Teen Ranch Canada 
THIS SUMMER!! - Lynda Thoms      

Five Simple Rules to 

Live By 
 

1. Free your heart from  
   hatred 

 
2. Free your mind  

   from worries 
 
3. Live simply 

 
4. Give more 

 
5. Expect less 
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WOW – God ALWAYS provides just what is needed – no more and no less.  Each summer, He 

proves over and over again that He knows the end from the beginning and everything in between.  He 

miraculously fits together the puzzle pieces of staff members to meet the needs of the campers and 

guests that He also orchestrates to be here.  Not only this, but He provides great encouragement 

along the way.   

One of our staff writes, “…although I have been a Christian my whole life, as I start my journey at the Ranch, I feel like I 

am really starting to become the true Christian and really give my life to the Lord.  I am excited to keep my relationship 

growing with the Lord this summer and for the rest of my life.  I am so thankful for the people at the Ranch for the way they 

have impacted my life.”   

Another staff member writes, Throughout this past year, I‟ve continued visiting the Ranch on weekends.  I learned so much 

about God with every single visit.  One night, while I was at home doing a (Ranch) Bible study, I came across a verse „From 

the horns of the wild oxen, you have rescued me.‟ – Psalm 22:21-22…It hit me really hard all at once and it encouraged me 

to take that final step and accept God into my life completely…If I hadn‟t attended camp that week, I would probably would 

not have found my way back to Christ.  I‟m so thankful and I feel so honoured and blessed to be able to say that I am a part 

of the Teen Ranch community.  Teen Ranch really is a special place and there is something here that just can‟t be ex-

plained.  It‟s the most heartwarming place and it‟s so full of love.  It‟s the perfect place to heal and I‟m so happy to have 

found it.” 

We know and thank God that it is His Holy Spirit who is at work in people‘s lives here.  God IS love and when we 

allow Him to have His way with us, His love shines in and through us.    
 

Ann Stevens is the wife of Tim.  Together, they have been blessed with six children.  Ann is responsible for Staff Development 

and is thankful to have been involved with Teen Ranch for 39 years as camper, summer and full time staff. 

―I liked my bunk house leader  

because she is fun  

and fun to hang around with‖ 

Hardee-har-har- mateys!! 

òI really want to come back  

because I had a great time  òI want to come back  

to meet new friends!ó 

òI had a good camp  

experience and good 

stuff I  

 learned about this 

weekó 

òHeey !ΟIm just  got home fr om camp !ΟI 

loooved it !! :) ΟI rode Miller and he was 

greaaaat !ΟIm coming back the week of 

august 9th,Οand hopefully another one ! :)ó 

òI learned more here than  

anywhere else, its great here!ó 

Day Camp  

Evening Campfire  

Lynda Thoms is a teacher in  Australia and is investing her fifth summer here at Teen Ranch to 

bring you a terrific summer of programming fun :)!! 



Thank You  

for praying for the staff... 

¶ Deepened love for God 

and others 

¶ Wisdom 

¶ Unity 

¶  Continued focus 

¶ whatever else God 

brings to your mind   

Weõd love to pray for 

you.  Please email requests 

to: ann@teenranch.on.ca 

using Biblical, Judeo-Christian 

values.  

Why Biblical, Judeo-Christian 

v a l u e s ?  ……… T h e y 

work…….. as evidenced by a 

42 year history. Simply put, 

Teen Ranch is here to change 

lives in a way that much of the 

world is not providing. 

Kids need to get a solid foun-

dation at a young age and have 

it continue into their adult 

years. Programs and activities 

at Teen Ranch provide tools 

Why are we doing what we are 

doing?  

I asked the same question be-

fore I accepted the position of 

new General Manager of Teen 

Ranch about three months ago. 

Why would I take such a posi-

tion at Teen Ranch? 

I am here to assist Teen Ranch 

in achieving its purpose, which 

is to develop kids of all ages in 

four different areas – physical, 

mental, social and spiritual 

and use methods to ensure 

that great life principles are 

learned. People also have lots 

of fun and build great relation-

ships doing it. 

I trust that you will all be 

moved to support and help 

Teen Ranch at every possible 

opportunity starting with your 

prayers, participation and in-

volvement in its various activi-

ties and events. Join our Face-

book network and tell your 

friends. There is a lot to be 

done.  Thanks for being there.  

   

 

 

 

A Word from the General Manager  
ñ Fred Dyke  

 

Moving Oné 

ñJody Boateng  

(Jody Robinson)  

Wow.  Where to begin for my 

experience at Teen Ranch.  It 

has been a part of my life since 

I was 14 years old.  I‘m now 28 

and have always considered 

Teen Ranch to be my second 

home.  My family has had the 

privilege of being involved with 

the Ranch for many years.  

Teen Ranch has taught me a lot 

as I have worked in the barn— 

as a bunkhouse leader— Snack 

Bar manager and finally the 

Registrar and Bookings Coor-

dinator.  I feel privileged to 

have been a part of so many 

areas of the Ranch throughout 

the years.  

.Behind the Scenes 

at the Ice Corral  

Debbie Robinson  

Sometimes we under 

rate the value of es-

tablishing relationships 

with people we work with or 

deal with in our work environ-

ment.  Teen Ranch is such a 

unique place and allows for this 

in so many ways.  For example, 

we have a gentleman who does 

all the ice bookings for Cale-

don Minor Hockey.   As a 

Ranch staff we have built a 

great relationship with him.   

Jack and his family members 

have come to many of our 

events and have clearly heard 

the gospel on numerous occa-

sions.  We continue to pray for 

his salvation.   

Debbie Robinson came to camp at 

Teen Ranch as a 12 year old.  This 

led to the involvement of her husband, 

Phil, and two children, Jody and Brett.  

Debbie‟s committed involvement as 

the Ice Corral  Booking Coordinator 

the past 8 years has 

been a tremendous 

blessing.   

I am now starting a new chap-

ter of my life and am writing 

you from Guadalajara, Mexico.  

This is my home for the next 6 

months.  I got married June 1, 

2010 to a wonderful man name 

Joshua Boateng (JB).  We are in 

Mexico because he is a profes-

sional soccer player.  Who 

knows where God will take us 

next!   

Even though I am in Mexico I 

will still be able to be a part of 

Teen Ranch.  At this time I am 

still working part-time as the 

Booking Coordinator for Re-

treat Groups and Hockey 

Teams.  I hope you all have a 

great summer and that you 

take in all that God has in store 

for you! 

Jody Robinson is family to all here  

and dearly missed.  Sarah Atkin-

son has competently stepped in 

as Summer Camp Registrar. 

òI really want to come back because I 

had a great time and always have fun!ó òTeen Ranch is my 

favourite  

 

Fred Dyke has been with the 

Ranch as a part-time consult-

ant since 2000. He has over 

35 years of management 

experience in various industries 

including banking, printing and 

charities. Fred has given semi-

nars in management related 

topics in hundreds of cities 

across North America as well 

as Europe. We are thankful to 

have Fred on board full-time. 

òémore unique activi-

ties that kids canõt do 

at homeó 

òThe Addams Familyó  

Teen Ranch Style  

Fred  

Fred? 

òI would not make any changes to Teen Ranch!ó  

FIRE   and  ICE     

The Addams Family  

Hollywood Style 



Box 77 

Caledon ON  

L7K 3L3  

Phone: 519 941 4501 

Fax: (519) 941 0500 

E-mail: ann@teenranch.on.ca  

I learned this lesson once when I was very young.  When I was 7, my Mom died of 

cancer.  I was young, as were my siblings, so we made the mistake of not TRULY 

appreciating our mother until she was gone…not spending enough quality time with 

her or learning every possible lesson from her that we could.  That‘s something 

we‘ve lived to regret.  She was an incredible woman, and anyone that spent time 

with her benefited or became a better person from it.  After her death, I told my 

Dad every night that I loved him before I went to bed, just in case it 

was the last time I saw him.   

I learned this lesson again very recently when my Dad, Mel,  had a stroke.  Pray-

ers came in from every area of the world, and God saved His good and 

faithful servant.  Thank you God!  This was a very scary reminder of 

the lesson I learned years ago…to appreciate your parents, siblings 

or other loved ones in your life while they are here and you have 

the chance.  Don‘t take a day for granted.  Be sure to put others 

feelings before your own.  If God puts someone in your life, He 

did it for a reason, so learn everything you can from them.  Tell 

them you love them every chance you get, so they know just 

how much they mean to you!   

Corrie Ensom, daughter of Mel Stevens and wife of Jim Ensom grew up 

at Teen Ranch.  She is mother to Elly (almost 8), Ty (3) and is  

responsible for Teen Ranch programs year round.   

      The Carriage House ñNico Koeslag  

òto love Christ and radiate His loveó 

WEõRE ON THE WEB/FACEBOOK  

WWW.TEENRANCH.ON.CA       

WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/TEENRANCH 

―God‘s work done 

in God‘s way will 

never lack God‘s 

supply.‖   

Hudson Taylor 

“Do not become weary in doing 

good, for at the proper time we 

will reap a harvest if we do not 

give up.  Therefore, as we have 

opportunity, let us do good to all 

people...”  Galatians 6:9, 10 

God has healed Mel miraculously 

and we praise Him for it. 

Appreciate What You Have While You Have It!  
Corrie Ensom  

Steady progress is being made on the Carriage House and every step brings new 

excitement! 
 

Last week a large load of timber was delivered from Terry Kell's own bush. It has been kiln dried and will 

be used to build the framework for the porches and decks. It will also be turned into beautiful trim 

for  the Great Room by our very skilled contractor, John Hayward. The Great Room is a large meeting 

room on the upper level. It has a cathedral ceiling and a lovely stonework fireplace. 
 

The stone work on the outside of the building has been completed by C and S Masonry.  The plumbing is 

being completed as we go by Ladder‘s Plumbing of which Dane Stevens has been employee for almost 3 

years.  The siding has arrived being generously donated by Ross Mitchell‘s company, Gemthane.   

John and the crew have been diligently milling, sanding and assembling a beautiful solid maple door and 

window trim at the workshop here at the Ranch. 
 

Much of the upper level has been primed and painting continues by Mel's daughter Michele. 
 

The Carriage House is a great demonstration of the greatness of God and the goodness of His people!   

 

Nico Koeslag is responsible for Building Maintenance and has lived on-site as full-time staff with his lovely wife, 

Sharon since 2003.  They are parents, grandparents and adopted family to many! 
 

 

Back View  

The Great Room  
Lower Level  

Front View  

Please help us keep in 

touch with you.   

Send us your updated:  

¶ mailing  

¶ email addresses  

¶ phone number(s). 

Mel and Betty  

John and Nico  


